An approach to the rehabilitation of the injured.
Accidents and injuries account for an increasing number of patients admitted to hospitals throughout Papua New Guinea. The growing importance of this problem is stressed. The approach taken to treat injuries of the musculo-skeletal system at the Angau Memorial Hospital, Lae, is outlined with special emphasis on patient rehabilitation. Tables illustrating the relative frequency of fractures, the average period of incapacity following selected fractures and the prognosis of spinal cord injuries are included. It is emphasised that, provided an enthusiastic, knowledgable and co-operative approach is taken towards the treatment and rehabilitation of spinal cord and head injuries, the ultimate outlook can be greatly improved and a more optimistic outlook for these patients is justified.